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Introduction Project Goals

What is climate change and how is it affecting our planet? The goal of the Cool Campus Challenge was to educate and challenge students, staff, and faculty on the carbon neutrality initiative.
, , . . . o Along with educating them about the carbon neutrality initiative students, staff and faculty learned to reduce their carbon footprint and
Climate change 1s the change in our global and regional climate patterns. The level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has become more cognizant of their waste. This helps bring UCM closer to obtaining the CNI goals by 2020 and UCOP by 2025.

increased over the years largely due to the use of fossil fuels. Global climate change is negatively affecting our planet causing
warmer temperatures which are disrupting weather patterns. We are now seeing unusual weather in different areas, more
intense storms, heavier rainfalls and some are experiencing drought. As we are very aware, ocean levels are rising, glaciers are
melting, and the coral reefs are decreasing at accelerated rates.

Recognizing this 1ssue, the University of California took action in November 2013, which committed the entire UC system to
emitting net zero greenhouse gases from its buildings and vehicle fleet by 2025. The initiative builds on UC's pioneering work
on climate research and furthers its leadership on sustainable business practices. The UC system 1s improving its energy
efficiency, developing new sources of renewable energy and enacting a range of related strategies to cut carbon emissions.

In result, over 22,000 participants system-wide took an average of 9 actions each with a total of 200,00 completed actions. About

On April 1, 2019, all of the UCs competed 1n a friend and educational challenge referred to as the Cool Campus Challenge. It

was a four-week long challenge designed to educate and motivate all nine UC campuses to take simple, energy-saving and 7.6% of the entire UC system participated in the cool campus challenge. Together we reduced 10,220 metric tons of CO2 1n self-
waste-reducing actions to help the UC system reach its goal of carbon neutrality by 2025. Student, staff, and faculty signed up reported actions with is equivalent to taking 2,170 cars off the road for a year. Overall, UC Berkeley was the winning campus based
on the cool campus challenge website where they took pledges and earned points. These pledges gave different ways to learn on total points, with UCLA and UC Irvine and UC Merced coming in 4th place.

about their carbon footprint and actions to take to reduce it. These activities were as simple as turning off the lights when
leaving a room or commuting on public transportation.

Although UC Berkeley was the overall winner with total points, UC Merced 1s the smallest campus in the UC system but was
awarded for 1ts efforts in the challenge of having the largest participation rate (18%).

Materials and Methods Collectively the students, staff, and faculty at UC Merced saved more than 2.3 million pounds of carbon dioxide through
sustainability actions. The campus also had the largest pounds of carbon emissions savings per participant than any other campus.
More than thirty-five (35) teams were created by student organizations and campus departments.

In efforts to engage and communicate with students, staff, and faculty we took a modern-day approach and went digital. Not
only was this method effective but we were able to reach large amounts of people as well as reduce the amount of paper being
used by printing out flyers. The three methods used were, Social media, Tabling and digital flyers.
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Conclusions and Future Directions
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Cool Campus Challenge. Facebook was to promote and engage with another method of communicating the
Created by Amira Ringgold, UCM students about the cool campus challenge. challenge with students, staff and faculty
Student on campus.
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